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TOOLS

Canada-U.S. Trade Tracker

U.S. and Canadian cities dependence

Blogs: 
• Monthly Canadian trade data commentaries 
• Let’s keep trade moving
• Return of the “tariff man”
• Back to the future: steel and aluminum tariffs

Partners in Prosperity report

BusinessDataLab.ca



Canada-U.S. 
integration



WE MAKE THINGS TOGETHER

Sources: Agriculture and Agri-food Canada, Statistics Canada.
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Canadian exports to the U.S. U.S. exports to Canada

Broad economic categories of Canada-U.S. trade
% of total, 2023



Tariff-ied



EXPORTERS LOSE THEIR OPTIMISM EDGE, TRAILING OTHER BUSINESSES.

Business Expectations Index, difference between goods exporters and all businesses
Difference in sentiment between exporters and all businesses. Positive values mean exporters are more optimistic; negative values mean they are less optimistic.
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Exporter advantage Average Pre Trump

Source: BDL analysis using Statistics Canada’s Canadian Survey on Business Conditions.



FRONT-RUNNING THE TRUMP

Sources: BDL calculations based on Statistics Canada
*Note: Based on recent above-average monthly export data

Aluminum exports to the U.S.
Millions of Canadian dollars
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Iron and steel exports to the U.S.
Millions of Canadian dollars

$305 million 
in aluminum stockpiling*

$87 million 
in iron and steel stockpiling*

Tariffs announced



Canadian Chamber of Commerce | Business Data Lab

HOUSEHOLDS SPOOKED BY TARIFFS

Sources: Canadian Chamber of Commerce Business Data Lab; Statistics Canada.

Job security a concern among those U.S. dependent sectors
Share of workers citing weaker job security, %

Source: Business Data Lab analysis of Statistics Canada’s Canadian Survey on Business Conditions.
15,401 businesses surveyed in April and early May 2023. 

9Source: Bank of Canada Canadian Survey of Consumer Expectations, Q1 2025

Household plan to spend more cautiously
Share of respondents, %

27% 54% 11%

7% 46% 25%



Tariff risks
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HIGHLY DEPENDENT SECTORS: O&G, AUTOS…

Source: BDL’s Business Sales Tracker.

Canadian exports to the U.S. by product
Billions $USD, 2023

Share of Canada exports of product to US
%

Plastics
$14 Aluminum: $11

Wood: $11

Autos and parts55% of Canadian products are 
over 80% dependent on the U.S.

Oil and gas

$128

Iron and steel: $8
Paper: $7

Machinery

Furniture: $6
Cereal: $6

Sources: Bloomberg, UN Comtrade

Animal/Vegetable Oils: $6
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Goods exports to the U.S.
Share of total, as of September 2024

Source: BDL using Statistics Canada data.

MOST VULNERABLE PROVINCES: NB, AB, ON

Trade intensity
Goods exports plus imports, relative to GDP in 2023

Trade more, 
export more to U.S.

Trade less, 
export less to U.S.

Trade more, 
export less to U.S.



INSERT CITY DATA

MOST “U.S.-DEPENDENT” CITIES

*KCW=Kitchener-Cambridge-Waterloo
Source: Canadian Chamber of Commerce Business Data Lab calculations using Statistics Canada custom Trade by Exporter Characteristics data.



INSERT CITY DATA

MOST “CANADA-DEPENDENT” CITIES

Source: Canadian Chamber of Commerce Business Data Lab calculations using U.S. Census and ITA data.

15 of 41 
top U.S. cities

exporting to Canada



MOST “CANADA-DEPENDENT” CITIES

Sources: Canadian Chamber of Commerce Data Lab calculations using U.S. Census Bureau and U.S. ITA trade data.
Note: Cities in red have a higher export-dependence on Canada.



CDN INVESTMENT IN THE US: AUTO PARTS

Source: Globe and Mail, APMA.
Note: OEM suppliers with Canadian headquarters.

map

25 Canadian automotive parts suppliers 
170 auto parts plants
26 U.S. states
48,000 U.S. workers
$1B+ in new investment since 2021.

55 Canadian parts plants with 17,000 
U.S. workers in Michigan alone.

U.S. manufacturing plants of Canadian auto parts suppliers



What can we do?



UTILIZATION VS. COMPLIANCE

Share of goods entering U.S. under USMCA preference, %

Sources: BDL calculations using Census Bureau data, RBC Economics.
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Exports using USMCA preference

Exports eligible but not using USMCA

Not eligible under USMCA



Explore real-time data on Canadian business conditions.



Andrew DiCapua
Principal Economist,
Canadian Chamber of Commerce

 adicapua@chamber.ca

 andrewdicapua

@

BusinessDataLab.ca
Chamber.ca

mailto:pgill@chamber.ca
https://www.linkedin.com/in/andrewdicapua/
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